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1.
This Agreement supersedes all versions of the Tripartite Armies’ standardization agreement, the most recent of which was the “Basic Standardization Agreement Among the Armies of United States-United Kingdom-Canada, 1960”.

2.
This Agreement was approved by each Army as shown below:



United States: CRD/BS 2917, OCRD, 3 June 1964



United Kingdom: 0160/4999 AEP (Interdependence), 31 July 1964



Canada: AHQ G318, 29 July 1964



Australia: AHQ 778-R4-9, 5 August 1964

3.
The short title of this Agreement is the “Basic Standardization Agreement 1964” (BSA 1964).

4.
Amendments to this Agreement require the approval of the Armies.

5.
This Agreement will come into effect on 1 October 1964.

FOR THE QUADRIPARTITE ARMIES:

(signed)
(signed)
WM. T. RYDER
R. E. T. ST. JOHN

Brigadier Genera
Major General

United States Army
British Army

(signed)
(signed)
for J. A. W. BENNETT
E. J. H. HOWARD

Brigadier
Colonel

Canadian Army
Australian Army

BSA 1964
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THE BASIC STANDARDIZATION AGREEMENT, 1964
AIMS
1.
The aims of this Agreement are:


a.
To ensure the fullest cooperation and collaboration among the American, British, Canadian, and Australian Armies (Note 1).


b.
To achieve the highest possible degree of interoperability among the signatory Armies through materiel and non‑materiel standardization.


c.
To obtain the greatest possible economy by the use of combined resources and effort.

PURPOSE
2.
This Agreement is designed:


a.
To keep each Army fully informed of research and development taking place in the other Armies.


b.
To guide research and development whenever possible along lines compatible with the requirements of all four Armies.


c.
To record and maintain formal agreements in both the materiel and non‑materiel fields on items or concepts acceptable to two or more Armies.


d.
To ensure such formal agreements are not modified without consultation.

3.
Fields of Standardization and Collaboration.


a.
Standardization and collaboration will be pursued simultaneously in the following fields:



(1)
Non‑Materiel:  which includes studies on tactical concepts and doctrine, organization, training, operation, administration, and logistics.



(2)
Materiel:  which includes materiel matters, related technical procedures, and studies pertaining thereto.



(3)
Research:  which includes scientific investigations and studies.


b.
Within the limits of national policies, information on the current status of all projects in the included fields will be made available to accredited representatives at all times, even though formal standardization or collaboration is not contemplated.


c.
The term “standardization” in this document is used in a broad sense to cover all action directed towards meeting the aims of this Agreement.  It does not necessarily imply nor require adoption of common or identical materiel or methods.

4.
Participation.


a.
A member Army may not necessarily participate in every aspect of the ABCA Program, but may receive complete ABCA papers irrespective of participation.


b.
Non‑member Armies will not participate in or attend meetings held under the auspices of this Agreement.

5.
Criteria for Inclusion in the Standardization Program.


Subjects chosen for standardization effort should provide for substantial gains in one or more of the following objectives:


a.
The ability of elements of the four Armies to operate together either in an integrated or balanced collective force at whatever levels planning and probable tactical necessity dictate.  Both operational and logistical aspects must be considered.


b.
The efficient use of human and material resources.

6.
Excluded Fields.


The fields excluded from this Program are those which include information, the release of which is prohibited by the laws or regulations of any of the four Nations.

7.
Reciprocity.


All aspects of standardization and collaboration, including exchange of personnel, materiel, information, visits, and use of facilities will be based on the principle of reciprocity.

8.
Economy of Effort.


a.
The possibility of sharing the work of research and development will be kept constantly under review in order to effect economy of effort.


b.
The term “sharing” is defined as making the best use of the combined research and development capabilities of the ABCA Countries to an extent defined specifically for the individual project being considered.


c.
Existing agencies and procedures will be used whenever practicable.

9.
Resolution of Differences.


a.
A determined attempt will be made by each Army concerned to resolve differences at the level at which they occur.


b.
Differences having a substantial bearing on an agreed standardization aim for priority projects which cannot be so resolved will be brought to the attention of the Washington Standardization Officers as soon as apparent (See paragraph 11 and 29).

10.
Inter‑Service Aspects.


a.
Coordination.  It will be the responsibility of each Army to carry out any necessary coordination with other Armed Services or government agencies of its country, before attempting to reach agreements with other Armies.


b.
Each Army will assist ABCA Army Standardization interests of the other Armies in matters which are the concern of other government agencies of its own country.

ORGANIZATION
11.
Washington Standardization Officers.


Each ABCA Army will designate a senior officer, on duty in Washington, as its representative.  These officers will meet as a group, known as the Washington Standardization Officers (WSO), with the following duties:


a.
To coordinate and expedite the Program.


b.
To keep under continuous review the policies and procedures, to recommend appropriate changes in policy, and to make appropriate changes in procedures.


c.
To resolve important differences arising in the Standardization Program.


d.
To report to the Chief of Staff level failure to resolve those differences involving important subjects.  Such reports will contain the respective views of all four Armies.


e.
To establish such Standardization Committees as are necessary for coordination of the Program.


f.
To supervise activities of the Primary Standardization Office.

12.
Primary Standardization Office.


Each ABCA Army will place a military representative on duty in the Primary Standardization Office (PSO).  This office, located in Washington under the supervision of the WSO, will perform the following duties:


a.
To provide the Secretariat for the WSO.


b.
To keep progress in the Program under continuous review for the WSO and recommend to the WSO any action necessary to expedite progress or resolve differences.


c.
To monitor the activities of the Standardization Committees appointed by the WSO (Note 2).


d.
To act as the official office of record for the BSA with the exception of those specified records which are maintained by the Secretariat of the Standardization Committee (Note 2).

13.
National Offices.


Each ABCA Country will establish an office in its own capital to coordinate the ABCA Army Standardization Program within its own Army.

14.
Senior Standardization Representatives.


An officer known as the Senior Standardization Representative will be designated by each Army in the capital city of each of the other countries.  These representatives will be either accredited to or attached to Army agencies as necessary for the efficient execution of their duties.

15.
Standardization Representatives.


a.
These representatives will carry out liaison with the staffs and agencies of the Army to which they are accredited or attached, furnishing direct to their own Army information and reports received.


b.
The allocation and distribution of standardization representatives will be flexible and subject to agreement between the Armies concerned.

NON‑MATERIEL FIELD
16.
General.


a.
Prior to reaching the stage when it results in a formally recorded agreement, the non‑materiel portion of the program consists primarily of exchanging information on and collaborating in the development of new concepts in the fields listed in paragraph 3a(1).  This includes exchanging information on and collaborating when appropriate in the conduct of studies, field experiments, and troop tests.


b.
Emphasis will be placed on studies applicable to the field Army.


c.
When a concept on a non‑materiel subject is acceptable to two or more Armies, it will be recorded formally as a SOLOG (Note 3).

17.
Revision or Cancellation of Formal Non‑Materiel Agreements.


Any formally recorded non‑materiel agreement may be revised or canceled by agreement of the subscribing Armies.

MATERIEL FIELD
18.
General.


a.
Standardization of materiel will be accomplished on an item by item basis, due regard being given to the effect of such standardization on related items.  The standardization objective, complete or partial, will be determined for each item, bearing in mind its function and the differences in manufacturing techniques of the countries.


b.
Consideration will be given to sharing responsibility for early research and development before final development of an item is undertaken. However, each Army is free to conduct any research and development which it desires to support.


c.
The ultimate goal is the earliest possible adoption of standardized materiel, though budgetary consideration may preclude the immediate replacement of existing materiel to achieve this goal.  When adoption of standardized materiel is not possible or practicable, a lesser degree of physical or functional standardization will be attempted.


d.
When, at any stage of the development cycle, an item or project is acceptable to two or more Armies, it will be recorded formally.

19.
Production of Equipment.


a.
Such drawings and specifications as are necessary to enable the other Armies to decide whether they can produce an item of equipment in their own country will be provided without cost by the developing Army as early in development as practicable.


b.
When an Army indicates its decision to produce an item developed by another, the developing Army will make available all information which it owns pertaining to the item.  In addition, the developing Army will assist the other Army in obtaining the information which it does not own.

20.
Procurement of Equipment.


When an Army arranges to produce an item developed by another, the developing Army will provide information necessary for the assembly, operation, and maintenance of the item.  This information normally will be provided ahead of the equipment.

21.
Maintenance of Standardization of Equipment.


a.
Countries manufacturing an item which has been formally recorded as an ABCA Standard will notify, and in every possible case, reach mutual agreement on all changes affecting the agreed standardization objectives and military characteristics with the approving authorities of the other country or countries concerned before introducing the changes; the exchange of information on the proposed changes will be transmitted through established channels.


b.
Armies will supply to other Armies concerned routine information regarding production changes found necessary, but which do not affect the agreed standardization objectives or military characteristics.


c.
Each Army will establish procedures for monitoring the exchange of the above information.


d.
Changes made which require an amendment to a formal record will be brought to the attention of the appropriate Standardization Committee.

22.
Loans of Equipment (Note 4).


Loans of equipment on a non‑reimbursable basis are authorized under this Program when such loans are in the interests of standardization.

RESEARCH FIELD
23.
Coordination of Research.


a.
Coordination will be applied to research in all appropriate areas. Emphasis will be placed on collaboration on projects which are likely to have direct rather than long‑term influence on future development of Army procedures and equipment.


b.
Division of responsibility for, and integration of research effort are to be encouraged, although each Army is free to conduct any research which it desires to support.


c.
While exchange of information may be effected on all research matters within the program, this exchange will be ensured on those specific projects in which two or more Armies consider that exchange of ideas and information will be of material assistance.

SECURITY (Note 5)
24.
Classification of the Program.


The existence of the ABCA Army Standardization Program is unclassified military information.

25.
Classification of Projects or Items.


a.
ABCA projects will carry the security classification assigned by participants, special consideration being given to avoidance of over‑classification due to variation in security procedures among member Armies.


b.
Classified ABCA documents will indicate, in addition to overall classification, the classification of the title and each paragraph to facilitate identification of classified matter.


c.
When the full title is classified, a short unclassified title should be given to the project or document to facilitate reference to it.

26.
ABCA Military Information.


ABCA military information is that resulting or originating from projects developed or proposed under this program between any or all of the participating Armies, or other military information resulting or originating from projects in respect to which the participating Armies have agreed ‑ either:


a.
To undertake separately, different phases of a specific project.


b.
To give one Army sole responsibility for the project on behalf of the others.


c.
To adopt the best results of independent endeavors.

27.
Safeguarding Information and Materiel.


a.
Information or materiel exchanged under this Program will be accorded the same military security classification and safeguards given it by the originator.


b.
Existing or potential proprietary rights will be protected, and no use will be made of information or materiel which might endanger these rights without prior agreement of the originator.


c.
The originator’s prior agreement must be obtained before proprietary information is used for non‑military purposes.


d.
Information or materiel exchanged under this Program will not be disclosed to a non‑member nation or dependency without the prior approval of the originating nation.


e.
Each Army is free to disclose information of its own exclusive origin directly to any non‑member nation provided such release does not violate any specific agreement to protect the information as “ABCA military information” and further does not identify or relate such information to     other ABCA countries.


f.
ABCA military information may not be disclosed to non‑member nations except by specific agreement of all members.

ADMINISTRATION
28.
Administrative Support.


a.
Office accommodation and clerical assistance for the PSO will be provided by the U.S. Army on a non‑reimbursable basis.


b.
Office accommodation and clerical support for full‑time standardization representatives located within installations of the other countries will be provided on a non‑reimbursable basis by the agency to which they are accredited.


c.
Transportation and temporary duty costs of standardization representatives travelling on standardization business will be paid by their own Army.


PROCEDURES
29.
Method of Resolving Differences.


When an Army refers a difference to the WSO (paragraph 9) the following procedures will be used:


a.
The Army referring the difference will advise the other Armies and forward a brief report to the PSO stating the problem, the background, and the probable repercussions if the difference remains unresolved.


b.
The PSO will record the report as a matter for priority discussion by the WSO who will recommend the subsequent action to be taken.


c.
National headquarters will give full consideration to adjusting their development program to permit maximum effect of the recommendation which may be made by the WSO. They will advise the extent to which their development program will be adjusted.


d.
For projects which are not the subject of priority standardization effort, these procedures will be modified in the light of existing circumstances.

30.
Other Procedures.


Other detailed procedures required to implement the provisions of this Agreement are contained in a separate document entitled “Standing Operating Procedures (SOP)” (Note 6).  These procedures include:


a.
The dissemination and exchange of information.


b.
The selection and recording of projects and items for standardization effort.


c.
The means of giving priority treatment to selected items.


d.
The methods of commenting on materiel projects or items and the procedures for recording such comments.


e.
The responsibilities of Standardization Committees.


f.
The establishment of Conferences, Discussion or Working Groups, Correspondence Groups, and arrangements for their meetings (Notes 7, 8, 9, 10).


g.
The methods of publication, recording, and maintenance of formal agreements on non‑materiel and materiel matters.


h.
Channels of communications.

31.
Amendment.


The SOP may be amended by authority of the Washington Standardization Officers.

______________________________________________________________________________


Notes:


1.
As part of the unification of the Canadian Forces, the Canadian Army was absorbed into the Canadian Forces.


2.
Standardization Committees no longer exist.  The PSO is now primarily concerned with monitoring the Quadripartite Working Groups (QWGs).


3.
SOLOGs and ABCA Army Standards have been renamed  Quadripartite Standardization Agreements (QSTAGs).


4.
Loans of Equipment has been replaced by procedures for Reciprocal Use of Materiel (RUM) for research, development, standardization, and interoperability purposes (see QSOPs, Chapter 8).


5.
Security procedures are explained further in QSOPs, Chapter 12.


6.
Standing Operating Procedures (SOP) are now known as Quadripartite Standing Operating Procedures (QSOPs).


7.
Discussion Groups no longer exist.


8.
Working Groups are now known as Quadripartite Working Groups (QWGs).


9.
Correspondence Groups are now known as Information Exchange Groups (IEGs).


10.
Provision has also been made for Special Working Parties (SWPs) and Sub-Working Groups (SWGs).
